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Expanding the Network: The Youth Development 
through Football project (YDF) has won another 
strong partner 

Editorial by Nokuthula Zwane, Sustainable Business & Innovation Nike South Africa  
 
NIKE and the German Technical Cooperation (GTZ) have signed a cooperation 
agreement to support the Sport for Social Change Network (SSCN) South Africa. The 
agreement was signed on 29 May 2009 at GTZ offices in Hatfield Gardens, Pretoria.  
 
Through its Youth Development through Football project (YDF) financed by the German 
government and implemented in close partnership with the Department of Sport & 
Recreation South Africa (SRSA), GTZ has agreed to work with NIKE in the capacity 
building of SSCN Convener and its member NGOs. Both parties have joined this 
cooperation to provide funding & infrastructural support and will contribute to the 
development of existing concepts including the sustainability of SSCN member NGOs and 
programmes beyond 2010.  
 
The agreement was signed by Mr Peter Conze, GTZ's Country Director for South Africa 
and Gerald Guskowski, Project Manager for YDF. Mammuso Makhanya from the 
Sustainable Business & Innovation department (previously known as Corporate 
Responsibility) and Nhlanhla Qwabe the HR Director represented Nike South Africa.  
 
Nike Sustainable Business & Innovation, in collaboration with other organizations, is 
supporting the creation of Sport for Social Change Network (SSCN) Hubs. These 
geographic hubs form a global network which, collectively, aims to move the sport for 
social change movement forward.  
 
The claim of an SSCN Hub is to be an open and inclusive association for organizations 
whose work is in alignment with the theme of sport for social change. The aim is to serve 
as a hub to coordinate capacity building support and enable grassroots organizations to 
succeed and sustain themselves and to support the integration of sports into social 
development organizations who have not traditionally implemented sports activities.  
 
Another intent is to integrate development considerations and strengthen the development 
impact of sport organizations by stimulating exchange and collaboration among core 
member organizations and non-core members whose expertise is critical to the sport for 
change sector. 
 
SSCN Hubs stimulate a vibrant economic marketplace sustaining social ventures around 
services, products and events in service of sport for social change.  
 
With the SSCN Hubs Nike develops a strategy to engage youth leaders from participant 
organizations by making the academic case for sport as a viable tool for social 
development and is positioning itself as an advocate for the recognition of sport as a 
viable tool for social development and other issues or interests shared by SSCN 
members. 
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A country ahead of the FIFA World Cup 2010 ™ 

Pretoria, 23 May 2009. In 2010, South Africa will be the first African country to host the 
FIFA World Cup 2010™. Ahead of this event, the Confederations Cup kicks off on June 
14, 2009. Both mega-events are milestones for the country and suited to attract 
extraordinary interest from the media on South Africa. The German Technical Cooperation 
(GTZ) has taken advantage of this rare opportunity in order to present its work and that of 
its partners in the country and invited a group of German journalists to South Africa. They 
represented high-ranking German newspapers and weekly magazines, reaching some 
three million readers. Therefore, the journalists were exceptionally well suited to serve as 
‘ambassadors’ for South Africa in their home country.  
 
GTZ selected a number of projects that deal with issues ranking high on the agenda of 
German journalists to serve as examples for GTZ ’s overall work in South Africa and to 
emphasize the importance of a close cooperation with the national partners. Alongside the 
World Cup key issues that included GTZ’s Youth Development through Football project 
and activities run within the Study and Expert Fund 2010, the programme addressed the 
country’s pressing problems, such as crime and violence, HIV/AIDS and climate change. 
At the same time it offered insight into various methods of resolution, worked out in 
collaboration between GTZ and its national partners. The journalists were supplied with 
information on key topics, joint projects and on the country ’s operational readiness for the 
World Cup. For the journalists the journey meant a unique opportunity to get a first and 
well balanced impression on the country.  
 
With an emphasis on host cities of the World Cup, the tour led the group from 
Johannesburg/Pretoria via Port Elizabeth and Cape Town back to Germany. The 
individual days started with short introductions into the individual topics followed by 
opportunities for interviews and talks to project partners and other South African experts. 
Theory was always combined with practical agenda items, e.g. visits to project sites or 
World Cup stadia. After a week of challenging programmes and topics, the journalists left 
the country on Saturday, 23 May 2009, tired but satisfied. During the course of the week 
they had ample opportunity to catch up with the country.  
 
The feedback that GTZ got from the journalists was positive throughout. They appreciated 
the mixture of topics as well as the mixture of theory and practice that was offered. 
Undisputed highlights were talks with Danny Jordaan, CEO of the Organizing Committee 
South Africa of the FIFA World Cup 2010™ and visits to the townships that allowed for 
talks with the inhabitants.  
 
In Mamelodi, the journalists visited GTZ ’s Youth Development through Football project 
and experienced how soccer is used as a catalyst to teach girls and boys from 8 
Mamelodi schools life skills, such as environmental awareness and crime and violence as 
well as HIV/AIDS prevention. Here the journalists finally competed about the ball with 
Mamelodi 8 youth leaders. The street soccer pitch they played on was set up by GTZ on 
behalf of the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ). The 
pitch has made it possible to turn the idea of youth development through football, and the 
aims of YDF, into a living reality in the difficult environment of a township. If the journalists 
took one impression back to Germany it was that of an amazingly friendly and inviting 
atmosphere in the country, especially in the townships.  

Photo: © GTZ/YDF.  
German Journalists compete with youth 
leaders of YDF’s Mamelodi 8 schools project 
on a pitch that GTZ has set up on behalf of 
the German Ministry for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (BMZ).  

 

Photo: © GTZ/YDF.  
Under construction: Soccer City stadium in 
Johannesburg, where the FIFA World Cup 
will kick off in 2010.  

 

Photo: © GTZ/YDF.  
German journalists and GTZ-representatives 
in talks with Danny Jordaan, CEO of the 
Organising Committee South Africa, at SAFA 
house in Johannesburg. 
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Pushing the Sport for Social Change Network  

YDF signs Cooperation Agreement with Nike  

Pretoria, 1 June 2009 . YDF and Nike signed a Cooperation Agreement in order to 
support the ‘Sport for Social Change Network’ (SSCN) in South Africa. Nike and YDF will 
cooperate in an integrated Public Private Partnership. They will identify a coordinator to 
the network and capacitate him through organizational development advice and support to 
agreed training measures.  
 
Both partners will provide necessary infrastructure and expertise. Nike and YDF contribute 
to the sustainability of Youth Development through Sport initiatives beyond 2010. A 
special emphasis of the cooperation will be on linking nongovernmental organizations 
(NGOs) with relevant government institutions and programs. The Cooperation Agreement 
will last till the end of 2011 and involves a budget of more than four Million Rand. Both 
partners YDF as well as Nike are involved in the idea of using sport as a catalyst for 
positive change in young people and their communities. Nike in collaboration with other 
organizations has created ‘Sport for Social Change Network Hubs ’ all over the world. 
These hubs form a global network which, collectively, aims to coordinate and support key 
players in the Sport for Social Change Movement. They serve as a mechanism for 
reaching the grassroots covering a vast range of activities such as product donation, 
social ventures, capacity building and other services.  
 
YDF itself aims to create a robust network between participating African countries to 
exchange experience, for mutual learning, advice and capacity building. In creating this 
network YDF builds on existing initiatives and structures which are already successfully 
working throughout Africa in the field of youth development through football.  
 
Together Nike and GTZ/YDF will look for further cooperation partners especially from the 
private sector to contribute to the evelopment and sustainability of existing concepts in the 
sport for development sector.  

Photo: © GTZ/YDF.  
The contract is signed at YDF’s office at 
Celtis Plaza. From left: Gerald Guskowski 
(Project Manager YDF), Peter Conze 
(Country Director GTZ South Africa), Jackie 
Mondi (Corperate Responsibility Specialist 
Nike South Africa) und Nhlanhla Qwabe 
(Human Resources Director Nike South 
Africa).   

 

Photo: © GTZ/YDF.  
Jointly expanding the Sport for Social 
Change Network: Representatives of Nike, 
South African Department of Ministry of 
Sport & Recreation and GTZ/YDF. 
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An ‘Africa United Team’ adds cultural exchange to 
YDF’s ‘Let’s Confed, Africa!’ activities 

Pretoria, 8 June 2009. The FIFA World Cup 2010™ is supposed to be a World Cup for 
the whole African continent. Taking this into account, YDF is setting a good example with 
the integration of YDF partners from African partner countries as an ‘Africa United Team' 
into YDF's Confederations Cup celebrations. With the ?Africa United Team' YDF not only 
tries to contribute to the understanding of an African World Cup, but also to promote an 
intercultural dialogue. Additionally YDF aims to create a first World Cup hype in the YDF 
partner countries and tries to promote the sharing and exchange of experiences and ideas 
among the partner projects.  
 
Botswana, Namibia, Lesotho, Zambia, Ghana, Mozambique and Rwanda have each 
appointed one girl and one boy as well as one coordinator. Together they form the ?Africa 
United Team' which will be complemented by two South African players. The opportunity 
to participate in the ?Africa United Team' was met with excitement in all partner countries. 
In Zambia, the German Ambassador, her Excellency Dr. Irene Hinrichsen herself, along 
with the GTZ Zambia Country Director Robert Kressirer congratulated the two participants 
and wished them utmost success in the upcoming tournament. The two Zambian players 
– 14 year old David Daka and Grace Zulu – were selected during the 2009 Zambian 
German Friendship Football Tournament, which took place in Lusaka on May 16.  
 
The ?Africa United Team' will arrive in Pretoria on the 23rd of June 2009 and leave the 
country on the 29th. The team will take part in the official activities around YDF's ‘Lets 
Confed, Africa!' programme. Amongst others, they will visit Karos & Kambros theater 
performance ‘Ghost' at the National State Theatre in Pretoria on 24 June 2009, participate 
in Altus Sport Vuma's ?Olympic Fun Day' on the 26th and take part in the Grand Finale in 
Mamelodi . Apart from that, the team will get to know their host country on a sightseeing 
tour around Pretoria. 
 

Photo: © GTZ Zambia  
The German Ambassador to Zambia 
congratulates the country’s delegates to the 
‘Africa United Team’. 
 
  

Learn more: 

Read more about "Let's Confed, 
Africa!" >> 
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Let’s Confed, Africa! 

SRSA and YDF celebrate an African Confederations 
Cup 2009 together with their partners  

Pretoria, 9 June 2009 . 14 June 2009 will see some 60,000 football enthusiasts take to 
Ellis Park Stadium in order to kick -off the FIFA Confederations Cup 2009 TM with Bafana 
Bafana playing against the Iraqi team. Whilst the champions compete about the ball in the 
host cities, the German Technical Cooperation (GTZ) through its Youth Development 
through Football (YDF) project and the South African Department of Sport & Recreation 
(SRSA) celebrate an African Confederations Cup with members of formerly 
disadvantaged communities, representatives of other African countries and South African 
partner organisations.  
 
The two week programme kicks off on 14 June at Mahlasedi Masana Primary School, a 
member of YDF's ‘Mamelodi 8 Schools' project. The emphasis of the programme is on 
cultural exchange. On the first day teams from YDF's project in Winterveld and Mamelodi 
compete on the school's pitch with teams from the German School and Dlala 
Ntombazana's girl's league. German and South African public figures will take part in a 
following reception. For many guests it might be the first visit to a South African township.  
 
The afternoon sees German Embassy Staff play against Mamelodi School Staff followed 
by live performances, amongst others from Drama for Life, a SADC scholarship 
programme of Wits University which is supported by GTZ. The day culminates in the 
public viewing of the Opening Match of the FIFA Confederations Cup 2009 TM on the 
artificial pitch that was constructed at Mahlasedi Masana School under GTZ and on behalf 
of the German Government.  
 
On June 16, 19 and 21 the ‘Let's Confed, Africa!' programme moves along with football 
tournaments and life skills activities in Winterveld in the Gauteng Province, in the Western 
Cape and in Mpumalanga. As in Mamelodi, the programmes will be implemented by three 
of YDF's main partners, the nongovernmental organisations Altus Sport Vuma, Greenfeet 
and Karos & Kambro.  
 
Just like public figures underwent township atmosphere for a first time on 14 June 2009, 
kids from Mamelodi will experience the big, wide world on 24 June. Some 800 of them will 
follow an invitation of GTZ/YDF to the Tshwane National State Theatre to join the ‘Ghost' 
performance. The play is inspired by two real life stories. Dumisane Nthombela from 
Vosloorus lost his eyes to cancer, but still coaches and manages his own soccer team, 
the Silver Spears. Colbert Sobopha played for Moroko Swallows in 1978, when he got 
attacked and lost his sight. Today he is a member of ‘The Soccer Legends of South Africa' 
which campaigns against drug and alcohol abuse. The ‘Ghost' is a combined effort of 
Karos & Kambro, the 13 th Floor Performing Arts Company and children from Mamelodi.  
 
The FIFA World Cup 2010TM is a World Cup for all Africans. Therefore, YDF invited an 
‘Africa United Team' to join the celebrations. The team represents YDF's partner countries 
Botswana, Namibia, Lesotho, Zambia, Ghana, Mozambique and Rwanda. One girl and 
one boy as well as one coordinator at a time have been appointed by each country. 
Supplemented by two South African players, they form the ?Africa United Team', which 
contributes to an intercultural dialogue and African FIFA World Cup 2010 TM. Back home, 
these ‘World Cup Ambassadors' will contribute to create a first hype in their countries and 
to an exchange of experiences and ideas among the partner projects.  
 
The ‘Let's Confed, Africa!' programme will end at the same time as the FIFA 
Confederations Cup 2009TM on 28 June 2009 with a ‘Grand Finale'. 
 
Continued on next page  

Learn more: 

Click here to download the 
programme >>  
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Let’s Confed, Africa! cont. 

SRSA and YDF celebrate an African Confederations 
Cup 2009 together with their partners  

The federally owned German Technical Cooperation (Deutsche Gesellschaft für 
Technische Zusammenarbeit, GTZ) is an international cooperation enterprise for 
sustainable development with worldwide operations. It supports the German Government 
in achieving its development-policy objectives. GTZ works on a public-benefit basis. It 
provides viable, forward-looking solutions for political, economic, ecological and social 
development in a globalised world. GTZ promotes complex reforms and change 
processes. Its corporate objective is to improve people's living conditions on a sustainable 
basis.  
 
GTZ's Youth Development through Football (YDF) Project was launched in South Africa in 
2007. The project is funded by the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (BMZ) and implemented in partnership with the Department of Sport & 
Recreation South Africa (SRSA). The project fosters youth development with an emphasis 
on mutual understanding, fairness and tolerance. Using football as a catalyst, YDV strives 
to overcome discrimination, improve health and combat disease, promote gender equality, 
fight violence and secure environmental sustainability. To this day, the project has been 
implemented in four South African provinces and will be established in up to nine other 
African countries. 
 
YDF's ‘Let's Confed, Africa!' activities are part of the South African Government's Legacy 
Campaign and the Sport and Recreation Department's Mass Participation Programme 
that strives to incorporate the culture of sports and recreation into the communities in 
order to create a legacy beyond the tournaments. Sport in turn will serve as a catalyst for 
youth development and empowerment.  

Learn more: 

Click here to download the 
programme >>  
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Soccer skills and township atmosphere  

Opening event of ‘Let's Confed, Africa!' kicks off in 
Mamelodi 

Pretoria, 14 June 2009. The two week alternative ‘Let's confed, Africa!'-programme 
kicked off successfully at Mahlasedi Masana Primary School in Mamelodi with more than 
1000 spectators attending the opening event on 14 June. The full day programme 
attracted guests from Germany and South Africa as well as from other countries. They 
followed the invitation to experience the enthusiasm for football where the game has its 
roots in South Africa – the formerly disadvantaged communities and townships. In the 
morning teams from YDF's project in Winterveld and Mamelodi competed with teams from 
the German School and Dlala Ntombazana's girl's league. Pfunzo Mdi Tsheza School 
‘representing' World Champion Italy won the tournament and Legora School aka Spain 
was awarded fairest team of the day. Not only the participating kids enjoyed kicking the 
ball. The German Embassy Staff showed off their football skills. They won against the 
Mamelodi School Staff and the YDF -Team was beaten by the South African Department 
of Sport and Recreation (SRSA) players. The diverse programme featured many activities 
with performances that included station rotations showcasing the work of YDF's partners 
Altus Sport Vuma, Greenfeet and Karos & Kambro.  
 
Many journalists joint the event to capture original sounds and pictures from Mamelodi. In 
a well attended press briefing the German Ambassador to South Africa, Dieter W. Haller, 
and GTZ's Country Director for South Africa, Peter Conze, informed about Germany's 
engagement in the operational organization ahead of the FIFA World Cup 2010 TM. 
Afterwards a reception was held for the guests including the German State Secretary of 
the Interior Ministry, Dr. August Hanning, and members of SRSA, the National Youth 
Development Agency (NYDA) and local authorities from Mamelodi as well as other public 
figures. 
 
The street football tournament was followed by live performances, amongst others from 
Drama for Life, a SADC scholarship programme of Wits University which is supported by 
GTZ. The day culminated in the public viewing of the Opening Match of the FIFA 
Confederations Cup 2009TM. The many restless helpers as well as the guests kept their 
fingers crossed for Bafana Bafana. The programme closed with happy kids making their 
way home. Joe Vuma, principal of Mahlasedi Masana, expressed everyone's feelings 
stating “that the event was an absolute success and should be repeated soon. ” 

Photo: © GTZ/YDF.  
Joe Vuma, Principle of the Mahlasedi 
Masana Primary school in Mamelodi, where 
the ‘Let’s Confed, Africa! ’ activities kicked off 
outlines the Mamelodi 8 Schools League 
project to State Secretary of the German 
Ministry of the Interior, Dr. Hanning (from left 
to centre). 

 

Photo: © GTZ/YDF.  
Is everything running according to plan? - 
Former Olympic contender and Director of 
Altus Sport Vuma, Gert Potgieter, during a 
short briefing session with YDF Project 
Manager, Gerald Guskowski, and GTZ-YDF 
Liaison Officer, Allan Boesak (from left to 
right). 

 

Photo: © GTZ/YDF.  
Last but not least: There were the matches. 
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YDF press release: Football is theatre with movement  

The German Technical Cooperation, Karos & Kambro 
and the 13th Floor Performing Arts Company present 
‘Ghost' at the South African State Theatre in Pretoria 

At the age of two, Dumisane Nthombela lost his eyes to cancer. Today, at the age of 18, 
Dumisane – also known as ‘Ghost' in his community - is coach and manager of his own 
soccer team, the Silver Spears. Colbert Sobopha played for Moroka Swallows in 1978 and 
was just about to sign a contract with Orlando Pirates, when he was attacked and lost his 
sight. Today, Colbert is member of ‘The Soccer Legends of South Africa', which aim to 
make a difference with the youth of South Africa. Their life stories inspired the 
performance of ‘Ghost', which receives its premiere today at the South African State 
Theatre in Pretoria. “Against great odds, Dumisane and Colbert made the right choices in 
life and football was of utmost importance for the decisions they took ”, explains Gerald 
Guskowski, project manager of the ‘Youth Development through Football (YDF)' project. 
“Their fates are consistent with our objectives: YDF strives to empower girls and boys 
from disadvantaged communities to actively and positively improve their future life 
perspectives and uses their enthusiasm for football as a vehicle ”. YDF is commissioned 
by the German Government and implemented by the German Technical Cooperation 
(GTZ) in close cooperation with the Department of Sport & Recreation South Africa 
(SRSA).  
 
The ‘Ghost' performance is a combined effort of the 13 th Floor Performing Arts Company 
and Karos & Kambro, a nongovernmental organization and close partner, which YDF had 
assigned with the performance. 13 th Floor is a global Performing Arts Company that has 
utilized the arts to impact society and cultivate growth globally since 1995. Pretoria based 
Karos & Kambro has been working with GTZ for almost two years. The cooperation 
started in the township of Mamelodi and has since been expanded to four locations in 
Gauteng. The main goal is to use the Performing Arts to develop and equip football teams 
and team captains with life skill tools, and holistically enhance their capacity as young 
leaders to reach out to their team mates, families, schools and the broader communities. 
In the partnership Karos & Kambro is exploring the relationship between soccer and 
theatre, as ‘football is theatre with movement, the use of the body, communication, 
dramatic outcries, pain and trauma, excitement and happiness, in short: material for 
powerful theatre.' 
 
Kids from Mamelodi play along in the performance and YDF has invited some further 800 
girls and boys involved in the Youth Development through Football project to attend the 
first three performances that take place today at the State Theatre. The performance is 
part of ‘Let's Confed, Africa!' - an alternative programme which GTZ celebrates together 
with the South African Department Sport & Recreation between 14 and 28 June 2009. It 
involves formerly disadvantaged communities in South Africa and spreads the excitement 
for the Confed Cup and World Cup to YDF's African partner countries, putting emphasis 
on cultural exchange and truly African tournaments.  
 
 

For further information 
on ‘Ghost' please 
contact:  

Dr. Salome Combrink 
Director Karos & Kambro 
Tel: +27 (0) 82 887 4072 
Email: scombrink@lantic.net 

For further information 
on ‘Let's Confed, Africa!' 
please contact: 

Dr. Irene Lukassowitz  
GTZ Public Relations Officer 
Tel: +27 (0) 12 423 0885 
Email: irene.lukassowitz@gtz.de 
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Golden Goal decides game for Meetse a Bophelo  

Second tournament of ‘Let’s Confed, Africa!’ took 
place in Winterveld  

Pretoria, 16 June 2009. ‘National Youth Day' provided the perfect framework for the 
second station of YDF's ‘Let's confed, Africa!'-programme, which took place in Winterveld 
on June 16. Teams from Winterveld, Mamelodi and from ‘Dlala Ntombazana' girl's league 
as well as many spectators from the community had met at Ikeleng Primary School to 
celebrate a unique street football tournament.  
 
After an official welcome by the school's principal Jacky Letsolo and YDF's project 
manager Gerald Guskowski the games kicked off early in the morning. Each team was 
allocated to one of the countries participating in the Confed Cup. The Winterveld final saw 
the USA (Meetse a Bophelo School) fighting against an equally strong New Zealand 
(Mahlasedi Masana School). Both teams thrilled the audience with their football skills. 
Meetse a Bophelo finally won via golden goal in the extra time. Gold medals and a trophy 
were handed out to them in the following award ceremony. The host team from Ikeleng 
Primary School which represented world champion Italy was rewarded fairest team of the 
event.  
 
Apart from the athletic achievements it was the spirit and enthusiasm of all participants 
and spectators that made the day special. The Philimon Montsho School from Winterveld 
for example made a big entrance with its fans arriving on a truck waving Spanish flags, 
sporting creative hairstyles and face paintings to support their team.  
 
Further entertainment was assured by YDF's partner NGOs with Karos & Kambro 
throwing in their performing skills while Greenfeet and Altus Sport Vuma engaged the 
guests in fun activities such as broom hockey and netball.  

Photo: © GTZ/YDF.  
Fans of the Philimon Montsho School in 
Winterveld arrive on a truck.  

 

Photo: © GTZ/YDF.  
‘Let’s confed, Africa!’: Learners celebrate 
football on National Youth Day. 

Page(s)  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10  11  12 13 14 15  16  

© GTZ/YDF 
Please note: The image(s) are property of GTZ/YDF and are protected by copyright. None of the images may be backed up and stored or reused

in any print or electronic media for any purposes other than private ones without written approval from the YDF -project. 



       
 
 
Deutsche Gesellschaft für 
Technische Zusammenarbeit (GTZ) GmbH  
Youth Development through Football (YDF) 
Celtis Plaza, 2nd Floor, 1085 Schoeman Str.  
P O Box 13732, Hatfield 
0028 Pretoria, South Africa 

    
 
 
Tel: +27 (0) 12 423 0880  
Fax: +27 (0) 12 423 0888 
Email: ydf@gtz.de 

  

NEWSLETTER: AUGUST 2009  view website >>

A pitch to remember 

UN advisor ‘Willi’ Lemke visits YDF partner school in 
Mamelodi 

Pretoria, 22 June 2009 . Wilfried (‘Willi') Lemke, UN Special Adviser on Sport for 
Development and Peace, visited the Mahlasedi Masana Primary School in Mamelodi on 
22 June 2009. The school is one out of eight partner schools of the Youth Development 
through Football (YDF) project which is financed by the German Government and 
implemented by the German Technical Cooperation (GTZ) in close cooperation with the 
Department of Sport & Recreation South Africa (SRSA). During his visit the former Werder 
Bremen manager was informed about YDF's activities in the township by GTZ Country 
Director for South Africa, Peter Conze, and YDF Project Manager, Gerald Guskowski. At 
the school Lemke engaged in talks with representatives of YDF's non-governmental 
partner organisations. He learned about the ‘Dlala Ntombazana' girl's football league, 
‘Altus Sport Vuma', the ‘Tshwane Youth Sport Forum' and about ‘Karos & Kambro'. He 
stated that he “strongly believes in sport as a key factor for promoting youth development 
all over the world”. 
 
Lemke showed eager interest in ‘Green Feet's' approach to combine sport and 
environmental awareness and in the ‘Mamelodi 8 School League', of which Mahlasedi 
Masana is part. YDF launched the league in 2007 in cooperation with the Gauteng North 
Sports Council (GNCS), Altus Sport and eight primary schools from Mamelodi. Each 
township school appoints different teams to participate in the street football tournaments 
that follow a round robin system. The league aims to create area -wide street football 
opportunities combining football with life skills.  
 
“During the tournaments ideas such as fair play, solidarity and gender equality are 
promoted by distributing points not only for goals, but also for social behavior, ” explained 
Gert Potgieter, Director of Altus Sport and former Olympic contender, the leagues 
approach. In order to see these ideas put in practice Lemke attended a football match at 
the schools artificial pitch. Lemke was not only impressed by the kid's ambition but also by 
the ‘excellent pitch of which most schools in Germany would be jealous'.  
 
Lemke's visit at Mahlasedi Masana was part of his journey to South Africa promoting sport 
as a tool for positive social change. With less than a year to go until the FIFA World Cup 
2010TM kicks off, the UN Special Advisor met with different committees and people 
involved in the World Cup but also with non -governmental organisations and development 
projects related to sport in South Africa. 

Photo: © GTZ/YDF.  
Before stepping on the pitch in Mamelodi, 
Willi Lemke engages in talks with YDF 
Project Manager Gerald Guskowski, GTZ’s 
Country Director for South Africa, Peter 
Conze, and Director of Altus Sport Vuma, 
Gert Potgieter (from left to right).  

 

Photo: © GTZ/YDF.  
A pitch to remember: UN Advisor Willi Lemke 
surrounded by kids from the ‘Mamelodi 8 
School League’.  
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Learners from eight African countries celebrated the 
Olympic Fun Day 

Soshanguve, 26 June 2009. The title best indicates the intention: The Olympic Fun Day 
that took place at the Gontse Primary School in Klipkruisfontein, Soshanguve, as part of 
‘Let's Confed, Africa!' tapped on the Olympic idea and ideals and conveyed both to 
learners in a laid-back atmosphere. On 26 June 2009, children from schools in 
Mozambique, Lesotho, Zambia, Namibia, Ghana and Botswana, from the South African 
Provinces of Mpumalanga, the Western and the Eastern Cape joined learners from 16 
Tshwane schools to address the values of the Olympic Movement. And who would be 
better suited to facilitate such a day than the former Olympic contender and current 
Director of the nongovernmental organisation ‘Altus Sport Vuma', Gert Potgieter. Together 
with his colleague Liana Laubscher, with German volunteers from DED's ‘Weltwaerts' 
programme, the Youth Sport Leaders and staff from Gontse School, he'd organized an 
event that strived for fair play, peace, friendship and respect and provided a basis for 
cultural exchange. This was underlined by the participation of the Africa United Team that 
formed part of ‘Let's Confed, Africa!' - a comprehensive programme arranged by GTZ's 
Youth Development through Football (YDF) project together with its governmental and 
nongovernmental partners in South Africa and other African countries.  
 
Like in ancient Greek, the Olympic fire solemnly found its way into the school's playing 
field. Consequentially, Les Williams, Vice President of the South African Sport 
Confederation and Olympic Committee welcomed the participants. Each local school 
represented a foreign country. The flags were brought in to the sounds of the Olympic 
anthem and lined the pitch during the day. Amongst other Olympic symbols that were 
introduced were the athlete's and the judge's oath. The event became grave again, when 
Youth Sport Leaders, learners and spectators joined in the National anthem. But as soon 
as the activities started, the emphasis was again on ‘fun'. Besides streetsoccer, the kids 
competed in broom hockey, basketball, sack race, the popular egg&spoon and the three 
legged race. 
 
During the Olympic Fun Day the learners had ample opportunity to get to know the culture 
of other participating countries. Ahead of the event, some schools had taken part in a 
competition in which they reprocessed information on certain countries, like Greece or 
Spain, their histories and cultures. A jury of four named the exhibition on South Africa 
winner of the competition, but admitted that other countries, like Botswana, were also very 
well presented. Learners from Pretoria's Eendracht School explored new grounds and 
came up with a speech on the Iraqi culture. This session especially contributed to getting 
to know each other and to create trust among different nationalities.  
 
No competition without award though: At the end of the day, winners in the different 
activity categories took their medals home and might stand up for them again next year, 
when it's again time for an Olympic Fun Day.  
 

Photo: © GTZ/YDF.  
Learners from each participating local school 
represented a foreign country during the 
Olympic Fun Day. 

 

Photo: © GTZ/YDF.  
Learners from Pretoria’s Eendracht School 
addressed the audience on the history and 
culture of Iraq as part of a competition that 
saw the presentation on ‘South Africa’ as a 
winner. With their contributions the 
participants fostered cultural exchange and 
mutual understanding. 

 

Photo: © GTZ/YDF.  
One of the goals achieved on 26 June 2009, 
was a fun filled sport day, here during the 
three legged race.  

Learn more: 

Download the Olympic Fun Day 
report >> 
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Let’s Confed, Africa! closed with a grand finale  

Pretoria, 28 June 2009. While the champions competed about the ball in Pretoria and 
Johannesburg, Bloemfontein and Rustenburg, YDF celebrated the Confederations Cup 
2009TM with a two weeks alternative programme that involved governmental and 
nongovernmental project partners from the South African Provinces of Gauteng, 
Mpumalanga, Eastern and Western Cape, from Mozambique, Lesotho, Zambia, Namibia, 
Ghana and Botswana. YDF had decided to celebrate the Confed Cup where soccer in 
South Africa has its roots – in the townships of the country. The programme was intended 
to involve girls and boys from formerly disadvantaged communities in the games and to 
convey at least some of the excitement ahead of the FIFA World Cup 2010TM to other 
African countries in order to celebrate an ‘African' World Cup next year. The challenging 
programme drew to a close with a grand finale on Sunday, 28 June 2009, at the 
Mahlasedi Masana Primary School in Mamelodi, where it had kicked off two weeks ago. 
For the participants of the Africa United Team the date meant packing their bags and 
returning to their individual home countries. For some of these ‘2010 Ambassadors' the 
farewell was quite sad, as they had become friends with other members of the team.  
 
YDF implemented the ‘Let's Confed, Africa!' programme in the four South African 
Provinces together with its nongovernmental partner organisations Altus Sport Vuma, 
Greenfeet and Karos & Kambro, with nongovernmental partners in the provinces and with 
its governmental partners on national and provincial level. It was due to their continuing 
efforts and commitment that the celebrations became a success, reaching, and moreover, 
involving thousands of people of all ages in the various communities.  
 
One highlight of the two week programme was without doubt the debut performance of 
‘Ghost' at the South African State Theatre in Pretoria on 24 June 2009. The story is 
inspired by two blind South African soccer players, Dumisane Nthombela and Colbert 
Sobopha. Against great odds, both of them made the right choices in life and football was 
of utmost importance for the decisions they took. Their fates are consistent with the 
objectives of YDF. The project strives to empower girls and boys from disadvantaged 
communities to actively and positively improve their future life perspectives and uses their 
enthusiasm for football as a vehicle. The ‘Ghost' performance is a combined effort of the 
Pretoria based 13 th Floor Performing Arts Company and the nongovernmental 
organisation Karos & Kambro.  
 
YDF had invited some 800 kids who participate in YDF's Mamelodi 8 School League 
project to the State Theatre. Others took actively part in the performance that centers on a 
young soccer talent from a South African township who loses his eyesight and 
consequently his life perspective, after becoming involved in drugs. It takes strong support 
from his friends and especially his mother, but finally he regains the courage to face life 
and disengages from the drug dealers. ‘Ghost' is a strong and colorful performance that 
conveys authentic township atmosphere. 
 
Further highlights were the Olympic Fun Day on 26 June 2009, organised an implemented 
by Altus Sport Vuma with strong support from the Youth League and a one day workshop 
conducted by Greenfeet on 27 June 2009.  
 
Altus Sport Vuma strives to promote sport growth and strengthen leadership skills in 
communities with an emphasis on friendship and peace, fairness and team spirit. ‘Life is a 
Ball' and ‘Kick AIDS' are educational programmes that focus on HIV/AIDS awareness. 
The nongovernmental organization Greenfeet aims to create awareness for environmental 
issues among the youth. They use waste, collected in the townships, to create something 
beautiful, like clocks or lamps. The works of art are sold in auctions and the revenue goes 
back to the project. Karos & Kambro uses the Performing Arts to develop and equip 
football teams and team captains with life skill tools, and holistically enhance their 
capacity as young leaders to reach out to their team mates, families, schools and the 
broader communities.  
 
YDF would like to thank all partners for their commitment. Special thanks go to Altus Sport 
Vuma, Greenfeet, Karos & Kambro and to the Mahlasedi Masana Primary School in 
Mamelodi and its Principal Joe Vuma, who never tires of actively supporting the project. 
All Mamelodi 8 School's teachers work voluntarily and gratuitously for the YDF project.  

Photo: © GTZ/YDF.  
For two weeks YDF celebrated an alternative 
Confed Cup programme together with its 
partners from seven African countries. 

 

Photo: © GTZ/YDF.  
Hundreds of guests and spectators gathered 
at Mahlasedi Masana Primary School in 
Mamelodi to attend the grand finale. 

 

Photo: © GTZ/YDF.  
The event attracted many people from the 
Mamelodi neighborhood. 
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Western Cape: A focus on networking 

The Western Cape is the fourth largest South African province situated in the south west of the country. Talking about the Western Cape, 
images of Cape Town and the Table Mountain come to mind first. But the province is far more than that: Besides the metropolitan 
municipality, it comprises five district municipalities subdivided into 24 local municipalities. The Western Cape's total Gross Domestic 
Product is the third-highest contribution to the country's total. The province has a comparably low unemployment rate and is the most 
highly educated province with a skilled workforce in comparison to other African regions. Still, the Western Cape faces major problems. 
Just a couple of minutes outside of wealthy Cape Town, townships sprawl and display the usual picture of poverty and poverty related 
problems.  

Pursuing a bottom-up approach 

It is against this backdrop that the German Technical Co-operation (GTZ) started to implement its Youth Development through Football 
(YDF) project in the Western Cape in 2008. In doing so, YDF used a slightly different approach compared to other provinces. As quite a 
number of substantial non-governmental organisations and institutions try to tackle the problems that the Western Cape is facing, YDF 
initially focused its activities on networking, following a bottom -up approach and decided to only implement in a second step.  
 
The kick-off workshop for the project took place in June 2008 in the Lwandle community within the frame work of the National Youth Day. 
The workshop, jointly organised with the National Youth Commission (NYC), brought together relevant stakeholders that are already 
active in youth development through football in the province. Together, the participants analysed the status quo and shaped the existing 
needs. They agreed on forming a Task Team that would meet regularly in order to forward and deal with issues raised during the 
workshop. Members of the task team were nominated and represent non -governmental institutions as well as the National and the 
Western Cape Youth Commission, the City of Cape Town and the Western Cape Department of Cultural Affairs and Sport (DECAS).  

Joint forces for a YDF Movement in the Western Cape  

The Task Team met for a follow-up workshop in August 2008 and decided on staging a Provincial Conference to launch the YDF 
programme. The conference was supposed to involve and engage all interested stakeholders in the establishment of a ‘Youth 
Development through Football Movement' in the Western Cape and to provide a forum for the exchange of ideas, perspectives, best 
practices and information sharing. Furthermore, the conference was supposed to come up with a vision and mission for the ‘Youth 
Development through Football Movement' in the Western Cape and with a plan for the implementation of strategically chosen priority 
areas and activities. 
 
The GTZ-supported conference was held from 12 -14 December 2008 at the University of Cape Town (UCT). Some 300 participants from 
all over the Western Cape took part. They came from both, rural and urban organisations and formal and informal formations and 
represented, amongst others, all entities of Government, DECAS and NYC. Together the participants worked towards core objectives for 
the Youth Development through Football Movement in the Western Cape and identified the core strategic and programmatic focus. They 
agreed upon an inclusive and participatory coordination mechanism for the movement, representing relevant YDF organizations in the 
Western Cape as well as GTZ and DECAS, established it and discussed and developed strategies to ensure an inclusive, participative 
2010 World Cup legacy for the entire Province. The participants also came up with a mission statement which focuses on educating, 
equipping and encouraging young people, on moral values, integrity, character building, excellence and leadership.  

The way forward 

The meeting generated considerable enthusiasm since it was for the first time that persons and organisations in the informal football 
formations came together to deliberate issues affecting their sector. The participants agreed to establish a Steering Committee that 
consists of the current Task Team members and two representatives at a time of all Western Cape Districts, of DECAS and of GTZ. The 
new Steering Committee consolidated and refined the proposals adopted in the conference in a strategic planning workshop in January 
2009. The implementation of the programme will be the next move.  
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Minister Armin Laschet meets with YDF-Network 
partners in Ghana 

Accra/Ghana, 11 June 2009. North-Rhine Westphalia's Minister for Intergenerational 
Affairs, Family, Women and Integration, Armin Laschet, met with partners of the Youth 
Development through Football (YDF) Network during a four days visit to Ghana. Former 
Ghanaian soccer professional Anthony Baffoe joined the meeting as a goodwill 
Ambassador for the YDF -Network. The meeting aimed at establishing partnerships 
between the German Federal State of North-Rhine Westphalia and Ghana with regard to 
youth development projects. The focus was on projects that use football as a vehicle to 
empower girls and boys of disadvantaged communities with life skills in order to actively 
influence their future perspectives and on projects for political education.  
 
Tanko Azzika of the non-governmental organisation ‘Right to Play' and Kodwo Morgan of 
‘Play Soccer Ghana' outlined their projects within the YDF -network. Topics concerning 
youth support were raised and discussed during the meeting that took place at the Holiday 
Inn in Accra. Armin Laschet and the accompanying delegation hadn't come empty -
handed: T -Shirts with the logo of North-Rine Westphalia for the attendees and footballs for 
the children were most welcomed souvenirs. All in all, the visit was considered a success 
by the YDF-Network partners and suited to foster German –Ghanaian cooperation.  

Photo: © GTZ/YDF.  
Representatives of the YDF-network in 
Ghana with Anthony Baffoe (first left), 
Integration Minister Armin Laschet (4th left) 
and the two children that joined YDF’s Africa 
United Team during the Confed Cup (in 
front). Juliette Selom Edzeame from GTZ’s 
Office in Ghana accompanied them on their 
journey to South Africa. 
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Ghana: YDF-Network celebrates World Refugee Day 
together with UNHCR 

Budumburan, 20 June 2009 . Gomoa is one of the poverty affected districts of Ghana. 
Still, the communities and especially the Budumburan settlement have welcomed some 
14,000 refugees that fled the conflict in Liberia and have hosted them for more than the 
past two decades. Therefore, Budumburan was perfectly suited to host the celebration of 
the World Refugee Day on 20 June 2009 which the Ghana network of ‘Youth 
Development through Football (YDF)' organized together with the United Nation's 
Refugee Agency (UNHCR), which is an active member of the YDF -network in Ghana. 
UNHCR was established in 1950 to protect and support refugees at the request of a 
government or the UN itself and assists in their voluntary repatriation, local integration or 
resettlement to a third country. This year's World Refugee Day carried the theme 
‘Refugees: Real People with Real Needs'.  
 
The event not only showcased the football talent of young refugee and host boys and girls 
alike, who each played thrilling games. It also called on strengthening harmony and 
peaceful coexistence between refugees and their host communities. Besides the refugee 
community leaders, YDF members and UNHCR colleagues, Ghana government officials, 
representatives from the national media and other implementing and operational partners 
attended the event. The World Refugee Day coincided with the culmination of the public 
health week. This offered the opportunity to combine football with a general health 
screening. This approach proved highly successful: Refugees and host community 
members enlisted in numbers to voluntary and free malaria and blood sugar testing as 
well as to overall health screening provided by partners of the National Health Secretariat 
(NCS).  
 
Special thanks of the organizers went to the German Technical Co -operation (GTZ) in 
Ghana and to all YDF members who lent their support to the event. The organizers felt 
that the event offered a good practice model and should be replicated.  

Photo: © UNHCR  
Refugees and host community members 
celebrated the World Refugee Day at the 
Burumburan settlement in Ghana. 

 

Learn more: 

Read "Waiting to go home" >>   
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Cricket Fans experience Football Excitement  

Sri Lankan Delegation visits YDF partner school in 
Mamelodi  

Pretoria, 31 July 2009. A delegation of the Sri Lankan Ministry of Education visited the 
Mahlasedi Masana Primary School in Mamelodi on 31 July 2009. The school is one out of 
eight partner schools of the Youth Development through Football (YDF) project which is 
financed by the German Government and implemented by the German Technical 
Cooperation (GTZ) in close cooperation with the Department of Sport & Recreation South 
Africa (SRSA).  
 
After a tour through the township of Mamelodi the delegation received a warm welcoming 
by the schools drum majorettes and Principal Joe Vuma. They were then informed about 
the project and its different approaches by YDF Project Manager, Gerald Guskowski and 
other team members of YDF. It was the first visit to South Africa for Nimal Bandara, 
Secretary for Education, Lal Premasiri, Director for Foreign Agencies and External Affairs 
and Dr. Haja Jhan, Director for Social Cohesion and Peace Education. The self 
proclaimed cricket fans showed eager interest in the practical presentation of YDF's 
partner NGO Altus Sports and enjoyed watching a game of street football on the artificial 
pitch at the school grounds. “It's very interesting to see how the promoting of life skills is 
combined with physical education and how the kids seem to respond well to it ” stated 
Haja Jahn.  
 
The visit of the delegation was part of a five day programme that mainly focused on 
school projects in the Gauteng area.  

Photo: © GTZ/YDF.  
Welcoming the Sri Lankan Delegation at 
Mahlasedi Masana Primary School in 
Mamelodi: The Drum Majorettes.   

 

Photo: © GTZ/YDF.  
Interested in YDF approaches: The Sri 
Lankan Delegation from the Ministry of 
Education (front row) during a presentation 
at Mahlasedi Masana. 
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